[image: ]NWMCA PERMITS and EXEMPTIONS 
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM FOR CLUBS
SEASON 2025-26
General eligibility for players to participate in any NWMCA match are set out in NWMCA rules and by-laws.
PERMITS
Permit requests by clubs arise when the Association needs to approve a variation to standard rules or by-laws. Examples are:
· Player wanting to drop more than one grade in the same section 
· A player who has not qualified for finals in a particular team, seeking permission to play finals in that team (processed as an Override)
· Players seeking to play in a different time slot at another club (Season permit PlayHQ)
· Players seeking to play in a “merged” team (Season permit PlayHQ)
EXEMPTIONS
Exemptions are to be applied for where the player does not meet the age and gender requirements to be selected in a game. Clubs can make a request to the association to override the age and gender eligibility status in order for the player to be selected. For example:
· Seeking permission for a player who is too old to play in a grade, to play in that grade
STATEMENT OF INTENT
The NWMCA will assess all permit requests in a fair and equitable manner – our aim is to allow as many players as possible to have a game of cricket, without the team for which the applicant player is playing gaining an unfair advantage.
CLUB RESPONSIBILITY
It is a club’s responsibility to ensure a permit or exemption is requested well before any relevant match. If the permit or exemption has not been approved by the NWMCA before the match, the player will be deemed ineligible to have played in the match if they do play.
PROCESS
Season permits are lodged via PlayHQ.
Exemptions / Overrides are lodged using the appropriate form. The appropriate form can be downloaded from the NWMCA Website – Association / Forms menu.

Permit / exemption lodgement cut-off times
· For Friday games – 6pm Thursday
· For Saturday morning games – 8pm Thursday
· For Saturday afternoon games – 12 noon Friday
· For Sunday games – 6pm Friday
All decisions by the Association will be entered in PlayHQ and advised to the club via email
JUNIOR MIXED & JUNIOR ALL GIRLS COMPETITION PERMITS

Our junior competitions are formed based on the age of a player. A player must be under the relevant age at 1 September to qualify for an age group.
Intellectual and/or physical disability
A person with an intellectual and/or physical disability may apply for to play exemption in an age group for which they are ordinarily not eligible – refer by-law 3.5.1 paragraph 4
4. A person with intellectual and/or physical disability may play in an age-limited competition for which they are not eligible by age provided that their Club first obtain written permission from the NWMCA Junior Committee.

The club, when submitting the permit request, MUST tell the full story, including analysis of statistics and month and year of the date of birth of the player.
Use the following form to request permission
Intellectual and/or physical disability - Juniors - permit request form
Form can also be downloaded from the NWMCA website under the Association / Forms menu.

Ability based exemptions – Junior competitions
The NWMCA will only consider granting exemptions for a player to play in an age group for which they are not eligible if the team does not have a full squad (if already have a full squad, permit likely to be denied).
A full squad is defined as:
Under 10s mixed – 8 players
Under 10s All Girls – 4 players
Under 12s mixed – 9 players
Under 12s All Girls – 5 players
Under 14s mixed - 11 players
Under 14s All girls – 6 players
Under 16s mixed – 11 players
Under 16s All girls – 6 players
Generally, a permit will only be considered if less than 6 months older than age restriction for the grade in which permission is being requested – e.g. if permit is request to play under 16s, player should be no older than 16 years and 6 months at 1st of September 2025. 
Girls wanting to play out of age group in mixed competition - a permit will only be considered if less than 12 months older than age restriction for the grade in which permission is being requested – e.g. if permit is requested to play under 14s mixed, player should be no older than 15 years old at 1st of September 2025.
A permit will not be granted to a player wanting to play down an age group in mixed competitions where that player has played:
· In a higher age group in All Girls competitions than the grade for which that player is eligible (eg – a 13 year old girl plays Under 16 All girls)
· Senior Women’s cricket in any competition. 
Player must be registered in PlayHQ before the permit or exemption is approved. Permits or exemptions will not be granted to Fill-in players.
A permit may be requested where the club and the player’s parents/guardians are of the opinion that player’s development would benefit from more time in that grade.
Consideration must be given to the playing stats of the player over last TWO seasons (if relevant).
Permit conditions
If a permit or exemption is granted, conditions may be applied by the NWMCA. The conditions MUST be followed. If conditions are determined to be manipulated, the player may be ruled to be ineligible under NWMCA rules.
If the club fields multiple teams in the age group for which the permit is granted, the player will generally be required to play in the higher graded team in that age group.
The NWMCA may grant a permit or exemption for a player to participate in a match as a “Fielder Only” player. A “Fielder Only” player cannot bat, bowl or wicketkeep. 
The NWMCA will review the performances of permitted / exempted players during the season – if it is deemed that the performances of the player exceed what is considered to be fair, the permit may be revoked.
Permits / exemptions will not be granted just to allow a team to be fielded at the start of the season. Clubs must explore other options such as merged teams, recruiting players, moving the team to another time slot, so players can “double up”.
A maximum of TWO permits / exemptions will be granted to any team.
A player who is permitted / exempted to play in a younger age group than which they qualify by age, is NOT eligible to win an association individual trophy.
Permit requests must be lodged using the following form:
Ability based Junior permit requests
Form can also be downloaded from the NWMCA website under the Association / Forms menu.

OPEN AGE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY COMPETITION PERMITS

Permit requested to drop more than one grade in same section

Club must provide all relevant information – failure to provide all information may mean the permit is denied.

If player was promoted to fill in for injury and returns to the grade he has been playing in (more than one level down), the permit may be approved.

With these permits, it is about the club advising NWMCA why the player was promoted and then demoted more than one grade.
Replacement players – Two Day matches
Rule 1.9
B. Replacement Players
1. In general, the NWMCA does not allow replacement players during a game.
2. If a player is concussed on Day 1 of a two day game, or there are other exceptional circumstances (not including injury or illness) that means a player is not available for a two day game, application may be made to the NWMCA for permission for a replacement player to play on Day 2 of that two day game.

Permit requests under 1.9 must be lodged on the appropriate form.

Use the following form permit requests for Replacement Players:

REPLACEMENT PLAYER PERMIT REQUEST (2 Day matches only)

Form can also be downloaded from the NWMCA website under the Association / Forms menu.

JUNIOR PLAYER UNDER 13 – REQUEST TO PLAY SENIORS
NWMCA BY-LAWS
[bookmark: _Toc520986930][bookmark: _Toc48532847][bookmark: _Toc80184940][bookmark: _Toc81721274][bookmark: _Toc515437202][bookmark: _Toc523650209][bookmark: _Toc524292295][bookmark: _Toc17740716][bookmark: _Toc115338916][bookmark: _Toc174966412]3.5 	REQUIREMENTS FOR PLAYERS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
3.5.1 [bookmark: _Toc520986931][bookmark: _Toc48532848][bookmark: _Toc80184941][bookmark: _Toc81721275][bookmark: _Toc515437203][bookmark: _Toc523650210][bookmark: _Toc524292296][bookmark: _Toc17740717][bookmark: _Toc115338917][bookmark: _Toc174966413]         ELIGIBILITY BY AGE
3. Junior players must be 13 years of age at 1st September in order to compete in any grade of senior cricket.  Failure to comply will result in a $20 fine and loss of 6 points.  Exemptions to this rule may be granted in exceptional circumstances and will be dealt with, upon application to the Board, on a case by case basis. 

To apply for exemption, use the following form:

JUNIOR PLAYER UNDER 13 – REQUEST TO PLAY SENIORS FORM
Form can also be downloaded from the NWMCA website under the Association / Forms menu.
PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS
Rule 1.10 has been updated to clarify the permit process for Professional Players covered by Rule 1.10.2 paragraph 2. 
(2) A player who has represented any country (or group of countries) at Test cricket or played first class or List A cricket in any country (or group of countries) must be nominated as a professional player if that player is under forty (40) years of age or who has played within the last five (5) years at that standard.
(3) Clubs must seek permission from the NWMCA for any player covered by Paragraph 2 above, to participate in any match in a season, before the player does play in a match. The form to be used to seek permission is found on the NWMCA website (Association / Forms menu) and at the following link

Professional Player Request form


WOMEN’S SOCIAL T20 COMPETITION PERMITS
Marquee Players
[bookmark: _Toc174966167]NWMCA Rule 2.9.5 WOMENS SOCIAL T20 RULES
[bookmark: _Toc174876025][bookmark: _Toc174966219]MARQUEE PLAYERS
A marquee player is any player who has, or is currently, playing in the Cricket Victoria Women’s – Shield (Community Cricket Competition) or has played in an equivalent competition in Victoria or any other state or territory of Australia – Premier, State, National or International. 
[bookmark: _Toc174876026][bookmark: _Toc174966220]Geoff Law Shield
[bookmark: _Toc174876027][bookmark: _Toc174966221]There is no limit on the number of marquee players a team may play during the season.
Georgie McElligott Shield and Lower Divisions
[bookmark: _Toc174876029][bookmark: _Toc174966223]Each team will be permitted one (1) marquee player for the duration of the season/tournament. 
[bookmark: _Toc174876030][bookmark: _Toc174966224]The marquee player must be nominated prior to the commencement of each season.
[bookmark: _Toc174876031][bookmark: _Toc174966225]The marquee player must be approved by the NWMCA before they can commence playing. 
For Clubs with two teams in different divisions, a marquee player must be nominated to play in a particular team

The following form is to be used to nominate Marquee players
MARQUEE PLAYER NOMINATION FORM
A permit for a marquee player must be lodged on the appropriate form – form can also be downloaded from the NWMCA website under the Association / Forms menu.
Finals qualification permit / exemption requests (known as an Override in PlayHQ)

The NWMCA has finals qualification rules in place to ensure that the players who have played in a team all year, getting that team to the finals, are the players that play in the finals games.

FORMS FOR FINALS QUALIFICATION will be provided to clubs in January / February 2026


NWMCA rules
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 To be eligible to play in a finals match, a player must have played (or been named in the case of a walkover received) in the number of games in the relevant team/grade as outlined in the following table. The relevant number of games for finals eligibility is also shown in the grade in PlayHQ

1.   Clubs must seek permission from the NWMCA to play ineligible players stating the reason for seeking the exemption. 

2.   A permit / exemption will only be considered for a player who has not qualified for finals, if the team does not have a full team, caused by injury or illness, or exceptional circumstances only. When applying for a permit, the club MUST provide evidence of an injury or illness. It is the NWMCA’s decision whether the permission will be granted. An example of exceptional circumstances is emergency services work, or defence forces service.

3.   A more detailed explanatory document in relation to finals eligibility permits and exemptions is published by the NWMCA prior to the season. This document can be viewed on the NWMCA website (nwmca.com.au) under the Rules / Forms menu.

4.   The form to be used for Finals Eligibility exemption requests is also published by the NWMCA on our website under the Rules / Forms menu. Exemption requests NOT on the published form will not be considered.

5. Where a club has two teams in the same grade, permission to move between teams must be obtained from the NWMCA. 

A permit will generally NOT be granted for a player who has played in a higher age group, or a higher graded team in the relevant age group.
JUNIOR MIXED & JUNIOR ALL GIRLS COMPETITION PERMITS - FINALS

Full team definition - finals
Under 12s mixed – 9 players
Under 12s All Girls – 5 players
Under 14s mixed - 11 players
Under 14s All girls – 6 players
Under 16s mixed – 11 players
Under 16s All girls – 6 players
OPEN AGE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY COMPETITION PERMITS – FINALS
WOMEN’S SOCIAL T20 - FINALS

Full team definition - finals

Open Age Two Day competitions – 11 players

Open Age One Day competitions – 11 players

Women’s Social T20 - 6 players
A permit will NOT be granted for a player who has played in a higher graded team during the season.

Clubs must consider the following rule for Grand Finals – permits must be applied for – Rule 3.2.4 para 7

7. However, if a player who had played in the higher graded side for the Semi-Final would have been covered by another player returning for the Grand Final (had the higher graded side won), then the first mentioned player may return to the lower graded side for the Grand Final provided he receives prior written permission from the Association. 

Player Identification – open age competitions

Where a player has been granted a permit to play in a Finals game in an open age competition, the Captain of the team must provide the following to the opposition Captain BEFORE the start of the match:

· Evidence of the permit being granted
· Photo ID, such as passport or drivers licence
If the player is not identified, the player will be ruled to be an ineligible player under NWMCA rule 3.2.5.
No appeal
The NWMCA decision on a permit for finals matches, is not subject to an appeal by the club.


[bookmark: _Toc142417155]By-Laws
3.4      PERMITS and EXEMPTIONS

Players must obtain a permit or exemption where the rules or by-laws of the NWMCA or any other relevant association require a permit be obtained.

Exemptions are to be applied for where the player does not meet the age and gender requirements to be selected in a game. Clubs can make a request to the association to override the age and gender eligibility status in order for the player to be selected.

The following table sets out the type of permit to be applied for, in the relevant circumstances, and the process to be used applying for a permit or exemption.

The list is not exhaustive – there may be other situations or reasons for a permit or exemption application.
	Permit reason
	Type
	Permit entered into PlayHQ 
	NWMCA Permit / Exemption Info form required

	Player registered as a senior player in NWMCA – request to play senior competition at another club in different time slot
	Season permit
	Yes
	No

	Player registered as junior player – request to play senior competition at different club in NWMCA
	Season permit
	Yes
	No

	Player registered as junior player – request to play juniors in different time slot at different club in NWMCA
	Season permit
	Yes
	No

	Junior player wanting to play in younger age group than which qualified
	Exemption
	No
	Yes

	Person who identifies as non-binary wanting to play in All Girls competition
	Exemption
	No
	Yes

	Registered junior player wanting to play in a Junior mixed competition two age groups above their eligible age group
	Exemption
	No
	Yes

	Registered player who wants to play at another club for a one off special event
	Game permit
	Yes
	Yes

	Junior player under 13 years of age wanting to play senior cricket
	Exemption
	No
	Yes

	A Junior or Senior player who has played less than 3 matches with a Premier or Sub District Club and is NOT selected in a team for that Premier or Sub District Club
	Game permit
	Yes
	Yes

	Registered person who has played with a Victorian Premier Cricket Club 1st, 2nd or 3rd team or a Victorian Sub-District Cricket Association 1st or 2nd team wanting to play in any Open Age team in this Association at a different club in the same season
	Game permit
	Yes
	Yes

	Player wanting to play in a merged team that is managed by another club
	Season permit
	No
	No
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