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All cricket matches organised and conducted under the NWMCA auspices will be played within the spirit and traditions of the game, and in accordance with the Spirit of Cricket as stated in the MCC The Laws of Cricket 2017 3rd Edition 2022 

The NWMCA considers sporting behaviour of all involved in the game in relation to other players, officials, umpires and spectators as the most important element of the game.
 
MCC The Laws of Cricket 2017 4th Edition 2026
Preamble
Cricket owes much of its appeal and enjoyment to the fact that it should be played not only according to the Laws, but also within the Spirit of Cricket.  
 
The major responsibility for ensuring fair play rests with the Captains, but extends to all players, match officials and, especially in junior cricket, teachers, coaches and parents.
 
Respect is central to the Spirit of Cricket.
· Respect your Captain, team-mates, opponents and the authority of the umpires.
· Play hard and play fair.
· Accept the umpire’s decision.
· Create a positive atmosphere by your own conduct, and encourage others to do likewise.
· Show self-discipline, even when things go against you.
· Congratulate the opposition on their successes, and enjoy those of your own team.
· Thank the officials and your opposition at the end of the match, whatever the result.
· Cricket is an exciting game that encourages leadership, friendship and teamwork, which brings together people from different nationalities, cultures and religions, especially when played within the Spirit of Cricket.
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1.    Clubs shall carefully and appropriately select the Captain of each team.
2.    Clubs shall closely monitor and fully support the Captain of each team in regard to playing within the Code of Conduct guidelines
3.    Clubs shall be responsible during matches for the conduct of their members and any other person with who a relationship of affinity exists.
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1.    Captains are responsible for ensuring that all matches are conducted in accordance with the Laws of Cricket, the Laws and By-Laws of the NWMCA and especially the Spirit of Cricket.
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1.  Avoid making uncomplimentary or unnecessary remarks to opponents.
2. Opposition players are guests and should be treated as such.


3.  Avoid becoming involved in discussions between an umpire and your opponents.
4. Praise for good play of an opponent is a sign of good sporting behaviour.
5. Out-going and in-coming Batter should cross on the field.
6. Bowlers should return to the start of their run-up without delay and should be ready to bowl without wasting time.
7. Players should assist Captains and umpires in the smooth running of the game.
8. Fielders should move quickly between overs and when required to change their fielding positions.
9. The setting and changing of the field should be undertaken without delay.
10. Alcohol or other illegal substances must not be utilised by players or officials whilst the game is in progress. (see rule 1.1.2). Contravention of this regulation will result in severe penalties for both player and club.
11. Use social media with discretion and whilst using social media, do not abuse others or expose others to content that is offensive, inappropriate or for an illegal purpose.
12. Adhere to Member Protection Policy & Child Safety Policy as adopted by Cricket Victoria.
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1. Recognise that the umpire is in charge and has the final say.
2. Courtesy and respect should be shown to umpires at all times.
3. If, in anyone’s opinion, an umpire misinterprets a rule, avoid heckling or arguing with them or opposition players.
4.  Any registered player or club official disputing an umpire’s decision, using abusive, threatening or language, during or after a match, within or outside the playing field, will be reported.
5.  If clubs are unhappy with an umpire’s performance, the correct procedure is to make a constructive report utilising the Captains Report.
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1. Dispute the decision of an umpire.
2. Use any abusive, threatening, indecent or insulting language or gestures, to any person involved in or at the match including umpires, spectators and players.
3. Assault or threaten to assault any person.
4. Misconduct themselves on the day of the match within or outside the ground enclosure.
5. Behave in a manner which might bring the game into disrepute.
6. Penalties will apply for breaches to these conditions of play.
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1. No alcohol or non-prescription drugs as outlined in the ACB’s Drug Policy shall be consumed by players or match officials at any time during any match. Contravention of this regulation will result in severe penalties of up to $200 for both Player and/or officials and the club.
 
Scorers, trainers, first aid officers, Coaches, Team Managers are all classified as Match Day Club Officials (See rule 1.8)

2. Smoking (including use of e-cigarettes and/or vaping) on the field of play, by players and/or umpires at any time, during the progress of a match, even at a drinks break, is strictly prohibited. Contravention of this regulation will result in severe penalties of up to $200 for both player and/or officials and the club.
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Full details of this and all other policies relating to behavioural matters and procedures are all outlined in the “Cricket Victoria Community Cricket Member Protection By-Law.  These policies and procedures have been adopted in full by NWMCA and form part of this version of Rules & By-Laws.
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The NWMCA junior grades (Mixed and All Girls) Code of conduct applies to players, coaches, team managers, scorers, other club officials, spectators, parents/guradians and all persons associated with the competing clubs, and all persons attending any match arranged by the NWMCA.

NWMCA is committed to ensuring that Safeguarding Children and Young People is central to the development of our game
To access Australian Cricket’s Policy for Safeguarding Children and Young People, and read how you can endorse and adopt this policy, please click HERE.
Everyone involved in cricket has a shared responsibility to support this by promoting the welfare of all children and young people. 
Our junior grades are the formative years for young people entering and progressing through our great sport of cricket, and also for youths who have taken on the responsibility of umpiring.

It is vital that the experiences of all people in junior cricket are positive and encouraging, and that they are supported by clubs, coaches, club officials and spectators.

This Code of Conduct sets out the expectations of the North West Metropolitan Cricket Association to ensure that our sport is played in a respectful and encouraging atmosphere at all times.


Coaches, match officials, players, spectators and all other people involved in or attending the game must:

· Respect the rights and dignity of all involved in the game, and encouragement and positive feedback should be a priority at all times.

· Treat everyone with equal respect regardless of gender, disability, ethnic origin, religion or their level of ability and experience.

· Treat each player as an individual, and respect their talent, developmental stage and goals.

· Help and encourage each player reach their full potential.

· Be professional and accept responsibility for their actions, displaying appropriate standards in language, manner, preparation and presentation.

· Encourage all players to demonstrate the same qualities and help make each game of cricket a positive experience regardless of the result.

· Provide an environment that encourages players to participate and test themselves both at training and on match day.

· Parents, officials, players or any other persons are NOT sitting or standing behind the bowlers arm

· Parents, officials, players or any other persons are NOT sitting or standing within 10 metres of the boundary in any under age match.

Coaches, match officials, players, spectators and all other people involved in or attending the game must NOT: 

· Sit or stand behind the bowlers arm in any under age match.

· sit or stand within 10 metres of the boundary in any under age match.



Coaches should:

· Ensure a safe and welcoming atmosphere for all young people while in their care and responsibility.
· [bookmark: page2]Ensure that parents/guardians and spectators also understand the minimum standards expected at junior cricket matches and are positive and encouraging at all times regardless of the state of a game.

· Be a positive role model for our sport and the players. Coaches need to be aware that they play a most significant role in the lives and development of their young players.

· Be aware of all relevant policies relating to sexual and racial harassment, racial vilification and harassment on the grounds of disability.

· Remember that the game is being played for the enjoyment and development of the young players – not for coaches and parents. The opportunities for the players to participate and enjoy the game should be maximised.

· Ensure equipment, rules, training and the environment are appropriate for the age and ability of the players at both training and on game day.

· Have completed at a minimum the Cricket Victoria Level 1 coaching accreditation course.

· Understand and endorse the Laws of Cricket and the Spirit of Cricket, and strongly encourage players, match officials and spectators to do the same.

Clubs and coaches must ensure:

· That on game day, the only people who approach the umpire are the Captain, coach and where appropriate the Team Manager. Scorers can communicate with the umpire to advise when player over limits, batting retirement levels, etc are reached.

· That any disagreement or dispute between teams is addressed respectfully, and preferably not in front of the players.

· That play is not unduly delayed when the coach is recommending fielding changes, etc.

· That players are ready to take the field at the appropriate time, and that the game proceeds smoothly and without delays.

· That match officials and spectators are aware of and observe Association rules and bylaws, particularly those relating to alcohol and tobacco use.

· That spectators are also aware of the expectations on clubs, and that breaches of acceptable behaviour will lead to action and penalties from the Association.
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Each team is required to purchase TWO bibs from the NWMCA that are to be worn by:
COACH
and
MANAGER
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BIBS must be worn so they are clearly visible – over the top of jumpers, hoodies, jackets etc (not underneath).

We have listed below some FAQ’s that is designed to help the implementation of the bibs.

1. I already have a “generic” bib / safety vest – can I use this bib instead of the one from the NWMCA?

Response: No, teams must wear the authorised NWMCA bib that will be supplied by the NWMCA.

2. When are the bibs to be worn?
Response:
· Bibs are to be worn whilst setting up the game, during the game, and for 15 minutes after the conclusion of the game.
· Bibs are to be worn in ALL junior matches (Mixed and All Girls competitions, Under 10s through Under 17s)
3. How does it work?

If there is a query or question over NWMCA match rules, Laws of Cricket, NWMCA by-laws or anything else about the running or management of the game:
· Check the rule book or laws of cricket.
· Check with the opposition Team Manager
· Check with the coach of both teams
· Confer with the Umpire at an appropriate time.
The match should continue whilst the query or question is being discussed, if possible. 
If a ruling clarification is required then:
Only the person wearing a bib can:
· Enter the field of play
· Talk to the Umpire (whether an independent umpire or club umpire)
· Talk to opposition (coach or manager)
· Contact the NWMCA and then only after working through talking to the umpire and the opposition

Other Key Points:
· If a scorer requires clarification of an Umpires call or similar, the scorer should ask their Manager or Coach to seek the clarification.
· Umpire will ignore other club officials, parents, committee etc during the game. 
· In Under 16s mixed and Under 17 All Girls, the team Captain can also approach the umpire. This recognises the development of Captains, in line with the Spirit of Cricket
· If a player is injured on the field, either the Manager or Coach should enter the field of play to assess the player first. Parents of the player or other club officials should be called onto the field as soon as possible if required.
· NWMCA will also ignore others if contacted – ONLY the coach or manager can contact the NWMCA and only after working and discussing the issue with the umpire and the opposition first.
· Wearing of bibs is compulsory – 
· Umpires will note and report to the NWMCA whether Coach and Team manager bibs are not worn
·  reported non-compliance will be addressed as following : 
· Education phase – first 3 rounds of season – NWMCA to issued advice to club – advice to be passed on to members by club
· Warning phase - First occurrence outside Education phase  for a club – warning issued to club
· Consequence Phase - Second and further occurrence for a club outside Education phase – $100 fine for each bib and loss of one match point for offending team.
· Managers must also ensure that all persons at the junior match are adhering to :
· Smoking laws - Smoking is banned within 10 metres of any outdoor sports venue during an under-age sporting event.
· Alcohol laws – ensure the club and spectators are complying with liquor licence conditions and consumption of alcohol in accordance with local by-laws
· If there is an issue outside of managing the match itself (unruly spectator behaviour for example), the Manager should look to manage those issues that relate to only their own Club’s supporters.  This is consistent with the NWMCA Rules, “Role of Clubs”.
· However, in the event of unruly spectator behaviour, it is important that the Managers take a safety-first approach to ensure no harm to them or their team. If the Manager has safety concerns, then they are requested to immediately contact their own Club officials for directions. A written report should then be made by the Club President or Secretary and then emailed to the NWMCA.
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In all Under age matches, a 5-metre exclusion zone should be marked around the scorer’s table/s.

Only the Team Manager or Coach, wearing the appropriate bib, or a person who is updating the scoreboard, should enter the scorer’s exclusion zone, to check the scores or have other discussions with the scorers.



Extract from NWMCA Rules – if any inconsistency, full rules document overrides	22/8/2026
image2.png
# sahara invicium





image3.png




image1.jpeg




